A NURSE'S REWARD.
The extent to which people are content to be ignorant of things pertaining to their own advantage is incredible. A case in point occurred lately at Rangoon. Mrs. Simons, the matron of the hospital there, one of the oldest members of the staff, at the age of sixty years sent in her resignation. The committee justly felt that such long service merited recognition, and justly again saw that some provision for her during the rest of her life was the most appropriate way of expressing their regard. Accordingly, the Post Office annuities authorities were asked the price of a pension for her, and they replied that as Mrs. Simons was 60 years of age she was ineligible for one. The committee have, therefore, capitalised nine months' pay for her, which is the highest gratuity they can give. And all the time there is the National Pension Fund, founded and maintained for the benefit of such, and, moreover, granting much more liberal terms to annuitants than the Post Office. But in the case of women, and the fever should be one which is likely to continue for some time, it will be well to have it cut short. By doing this the patient will be much benefited, as she will be saved the 'long and tedious combing which must be done often to keep things tidy, and her hair will be strengthened. She Acute cedematous swelling of the larynx is thu3 caused, which may require tracheotomy to avoid suffocation.
3. By far the majority of cases requiring tracheotomy are those of diphtheria affecting the larynx and trachea either primarily or secondarily. In these cases the obstruction is due to the thick yellowish-white membrane which is formed on the mucous membrane of the larynx and trachea, and often in the bronchial tubes as well.
In most cases of diphtheria, especially in adults, the larynx is not affected ; but in children it is very common for the disease to spread to the air passages from the throat, and in some cases for it to originate there. In the latter case it is often very difficult to diagnose whether the case is one of diphtheria or of simple laryngitis unless pieces of membrane are actually coughed up. Acute inflammation of the larynx often occurs at the onset of acute fevers in children, especially in measles and whooping-cough, and may be so severe as to suggest diphtheria; in fact, if no membrane is seen in the throat it is often difficult to tell at first the nature of the case. The signs of laryngeal obstruction are the same in both cases, viz., the laboured breathing and sinking in of the ribs and sternum during every inspiration (known as "recession"), the hoarse, "brassy" cough, and the loss of voice. Austin, thirty-five miles, in January to fetch stores and fencing wire. We had had a good deal of rain that month, and on the return journey, which took two days, the roads were so bad that heavy wagons kept sticking, and twice the first day we had to lend our horses to help drag one out of the mud. It was so deep that when we halted I took an axe and cut it away from between the wheel-spokes in solid blocks reaching from axle to tyre.
We only travelled nine miles that dayi; at sunset camped in a cedar grove, and that night we had the most tremendous thunderstorm I ever experienced. The rain began just as we finished our supper, so we packed everything into the wagon, piled the sacks of flour, salt, and sugar in the middle, and covered them with rugs to keep them dry; then we lay down on either side of the heap, talked, and listened to the storm.
Every now and then the rain would begin dripping through the wagon tilt, and we had to get up and draw it tighter. I have slept on odd beds before and since, but that night's was the strangest I ever had?a Gladstone bag and a coil of fencing wire, while my brother lay on the horses' harness; yet after the thunder stopped we both managed to sleep. I enjoyed that journey, I suppose because it was a novel experience.
I stayed in Texas through the spring, which was delightful ; the pastures were covered with flowers, and the brush coming into leaf showed every tint of delicate green and brown, with here and there a purple judas tree, which, like our blackthorn, blossoms before its leaves come out. I began my return journey early in May, and travelled by rail from Austin to New York instead of taking steamer from Galveston, because small-pox was still about in the southern towns, and my brother thought it safer for me not to go through the seaport.
The railway journey took 65 hours, but it was veiy enjoyable; my fellow passengers were most kind, and a woman travelling alone in America is so well looked after that difficulties are almost impossible. I reached New York on Sunday evening, secured my berth on the ss. Britannic to sail on Wednesday, stayed until then at Taylor's Hotel, Jersey City, and spent the intervening days in exploring New York. I had a calm return passage and such pleasant fellow travellers that I felt quite sorry to find myself in the Mersey once more, and to think that my American trip, which had quite restored me to health and given me so many new experiences, was really over.
Looking back on those months in Texas, the life seems exceedingly pleassnt, but then I was only a visitor and had not time to feel the monotony of it; I was told that after a few years nearly all the educated young men who go out throw up ranching and drift back to the towns, trying to get work there, with very little success. There are no fortunes made over ranching now, and the young emigrants are disappointed when they find, instead of the Texas of their dreams, a hard life, pleasures few and simple, and no prospect of making more than a bare livelihood. If young men would only work as hard and live as plainly at home as they are forced to do on their ranches, they would stand more chance of getting on here than they do there, where they live the life of English farm labourers and are isolated from their friends.
When it is a question of health it is a different matter. In spite of great and sudden changes of temperature, the climate of Texas in the hilly districts certainly benefits consumptives from the northern States and Europe. But if the invalid goes out with the intention of working and not merely getting well, he would be wiser to try to hire himself to work on, someone else's ranch rather than invest his money in buying one of his own, at any rate until he has been out long enough to know something of the ways of the country, for times arebad in Texas, and there does not seem to be much prospect of their improving just yet.
The State was more flourishing in the times of slavery: when that was abolished cultivation on a large scale with free labourers no longer paid. After that the plantation days were over ; so are the days of the big cattle ranchers, whowere not very particular whether the cattle they collected in the round-ups bore their own brand or their neighbours'. 
